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00:07 

DSJ: I spent a whole year in Japan do nothing but destroying Japanese 
armament. We cut millions and millions of dollars worth of sabers in two with a 
cutting torch. 


00:21 
CD: You look back on that 


DSJ: Oh god. 
CD: You don't ever want to think about it 


00:26 
CD: So you had a pretty good view of the parade ground as all this -- 


DSJ: Oh yes 


CD: And could you describe what was happening there. Was there return fire 
happening. Could describe what you saw? 


DSJ: You mean during December the seventh? 

CD: Yes sir. 

00:43 

DSJ: I didn't get to see much of anything I was by the time I got back to the 
barracks the raid was all over and everything but there were all kinds of 
gunning placements and everybody was out on the parade ground I don't know 
what all they were doing but anyway like a said I didn't feel very good I went 
back to the barracks and I think I laid down for a while 


01:01 
CD: We're going to go back revisit your condition because it's a good story 


DSJ: I didn't tell the whole thing? 


CD: Well we weren't really rolling. 


DSJ: Yeah. 


CD: but if you don't mind if you could tell us what operations you had just had, 
what condition you were in on December 7"? 


01:22 

DSJ: Well I went to the hospital three or four days before Pearl Harbor because I 
had a cyst right next to my rectum. So the doctors operated on that and they 
were, the sailors were, all the nurses were sailors, Marines I think. Anyway they 
were laughing about how sore my rear end was going to be. And one of the 
doctors said you got hemorrhoids son, it's going to bother you sooner or later 
would you like us to take them off. Ok. I have a dentum from here down, what 
you Call a spinal, and so when they got through with that, why the doctor said we 
got all that taken care of anything else we can do with this marine. So at that 
time they had more doctors than they needed out there and the doctors had been 
circumcising a lot of service men because we didn't get circumcised when we 
were babies back in those days and so one of the corp men said doc he's never 
been circumcised so let's take a look at that so that's what they did they turned 
me over and circumcised me. And so that was the condition I was in at Pearl 
Harbor. Twenty-four stitches. (02:26) and so on the morning of Pearl Harbor like 
I say I jumped in the ditch and stayed on my stomach and tore things all up. It 
was about four or five days later that the doctor told me just to soak it in warm 
salt water three or four times a day and it wouldn't get infected and that's what 
I did. And probably three or four days later a corpsman and I got together he had 
a pair of tweezers and fingernail clippers. There were stitches in that thing for 
twenty years later. Pieces of stitches. So you wanted to know so there you are. 


03:03 
CD: Thank you. So we got the story. 


<<talking, re-framing camera>> 


03:40 
CD: What's your clearest memory of Pearl Harbor of December 7", 1941? 


04:45 
CD: What do you think the lesson of Pearl Harbor for us today? 


04:47 

DSJ: It's to keep America alert. And I think , I think that sometimes we almost 
have too much freedom because 9/11 wouldn't have happened if we had been a 
little bit more alert and this is going to happen again someplace in the world one 
of these nuts is going to drop an atomic bomb someplace and most of them 
would rather drop it on the USA than any other place in the world. I'm 
thoroughly convinced this is going to be another terrible catastrophe with an 
atomic bomb someplace sometime and people your age are going to witness it 
and it's going to be a horrific thing. (05:27) If they drop one on London or New 
York, Tokyo or whatever. So this is what I think, we don't listen, we don't 
remember, people, well as an example, V-J Day which is coming up in a couple of 
days, Victory in Japan day you can't get a newspaper or anybody else to write 
even acknowledge it hardly the news media don't say anything about it and I 
think it's something to do there's a little bit guilt about dropping the atomic 
bomb, but if we had not dropped the atomic bomb they predicted that there'd be 
at least a million american casualties. (06:10) and it's very likely I wouldn't be 
here today because would have been one of the first people to go ashore in 
Japan. We would have landed at Nagasaki which was heavily fortified. And I think 
we wold have killed so many Japanese people there would have been enough left 
to call them a population because it would have been a terrible massacre. So as 
far as I'm concerned the atomic bomb was a blessing. (06:36) I spent a year in 
Japan, we, another guy and I his name was RJ he was a Jeep driver and we went 
exploring like young people like to do and we were one of the first people to find 
a cave that we didn't know about behind a tree. There was two doors and we 
went up and opened the doors and there was a cannon overlooking the water 
front and it was a on a little railroad track and this cannon was sitting there and 
the cave is full of ammunition maybe a quarter a mile back into the mountain and 
it was just stacks and stacks of ammunition and we didn't know about these 
things. And we found several of these caves after that and the japs weren't 
telling us about it even after the war was over. They didn't tell us we had to find 
them and there was suicide submarines that were water level in caves like that 
that we didn't know about and so we had to get rid of these things and I'll never 
forget when we found this we got the captain, and the captain got the colonel I 
guess wrote to MacArthur. MacArthur was supposed to approve everything that 
was to be done. We was supposed to haul all the ammunition out and dump it out 
to sea. Well I was in charge of doing this. So we went up and looked at the 
ammunition. There was no way we were going to move it because the boxes were 
all getting deteriorated then we were afraid to fool with it. So we had to blow it 
up. It was the only way to get rid of it was to blow it up. And there was little 
farms all over the area. And the Japanese people wouldn't move. So we took a 
bunch of Marines and a bunch of trucks and we went up the hill and we just 
literally picked the farmers up , the whole family and set them in the truck and 
hauled them away and we blew up the cave (08:15) and as you can imagine 
there was trees on the , went up the hillside and we watched it and the trees 
would go this way and then they'd come back and cross over each other. And so 


we did this several different caves in Japan doing that , you talk about an 
explosion we had a hell of an explosion . So we really had the fireworks. Anyway 
that's one of the things I spent a year doing in Japan was destroying Japanese 
armament. We spent three months in Kanoya which was the bacabomb base, 
which was the suicide planes and we put them on a barge and haul them out to 
sea and push them off out in the ocean. And one day got a fire started where 
there was a bunch of these planes parked and they started blowing up and we 
all had to get behind an embankment and we stayed behind this embankment for 
about twenty-four hours until they finally all burned up and blew up. So that's 
one of things that happened in Japan. But we didn't have any trouble with the 
Japanese people. They were happy that the war was over. Never heard of a single 
atrocity committed by an american in Japan. And the japanese people were 
thoroughly convinced in order that we were going to kill them all if was came 
there. And they, I had an interpreter, by the name of Nick, he spent almost a year 
with me, in , we went to movies, together with hem, and he'd explain what 
was going on, but was real interesting guy. A lot of the high ranking japanese 
committed suicide and they were supposed take a knife and go this way and this 
way and cut their stuff, stomach open and throw their guts out and if they 
couldn't do it next job was to lob their head off with a big saber. 


10:06 
CD: If you had an opportunity to talk to one of the Japanese pilots who flew on 
December 7“ what would you say to them? 


10:15 

DSJ: I would be happy to talk to him and he was doing a job like I was doing and 
I don't have any bitterness toward the Japanese people or anything like that at 
all. They were brainwashed to think they were doing the right thing. Like maybe 
people get brainwashed all the time. I think we get brainwashed to be a 
republican or democrat sometimes. 


10:46 
CD: I don't disagree. 


10:48 

CD: There's about a million and a half people that go out to the memorial every 
year to pay respects and to learn about this. What would you say to them about 
what happen on Pearl Harbor, at Pearl Harbor on December 7". What would you 
say to them that you would hope they take away from that experience? 


11:15 

DSJ: Keep america alert, listen to people that are more knowledgeable we got so 
many people running our country now, that don't have any business sense, they 
don't have any sense to the future, and I think we are in danger. I think that the 
country is in danger because we aren't careful enough about who we elect for 
offices it's like listening to an itinerate preacher that sells his particular brand of 
religion and you get brainwashed like this guy Jones did, he went to South 
America and a bunch of people got killed . We're all vulnerable and we need to 


be more, thinking of our own. I had a psychiatrist one time who wanted to 
psycho analyze me and after about thirty minutes he says your mind is too set I 
can't talk to you I can't change your mind. People need to think for themselves 
instead of listening to other people it's important to listen but you need to think 
and figure things out. And we need to, this country is in trouble I think toa 
certain extant. I still think we have the greatest country in the world, but there's 
sure a lot of room for improvement (12:27) 


12:33 
DSJ: Don , thank you so much for sharing your story. 


12:46 
<<room-tone>> 


